
Program Organizers and Sponsors

Black Owned Businesses & Organizations 

City of Delaware City https://www.delawarecity.org/

Delaware City Fire Company https://dcfc15.com/

Delaware City Library https://delawarecity.lib.de.us/

Delaware City Police Department https://www.delawarecity.org/police-department/

Delaware City Refining Company https://www.pbfenergy.com/

Fort Delaware State Park https://www.destateparks.com/park/fort-delaware/

Friends of Fort DuPont friendsoffortdupont@outlook.com

Friends of the African Union Church Cemetery https://africanunioncemetery.org/

Mount Salem U.A.M.E. Church https://www.facebook.com/mtsalemuame.church/

Underground Railroad Coalition of Delaware https://www.ugrrdelaware.org/

DELAWARE CITY

JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION

POLKTOWN

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MAY 13 - JUNE 21, 2026

ALL COMMUNITY EVENTS ARE FREE

Lift every voice and sing

Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on till victory is won.


Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.


God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand.

True to our God,

True to our native land.

BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM

Lyrics by James Weldon Johnson and Music by John Rosamond Johnson

OBSERVANCE
JUNETEENTH

May 13

“Delaware’s Signers and Slavery: It’s Complicated” 


presentation at Delaware City Library

June 04


“Delmarva’s African American History: A Day of Remembrance” 
Children and Adult Programs at Delaware City Library


June 13

Historical presentations, documentary film, artist’s exhibit and talk 

Sankofa African Drum and Dance Company Performance 

All events at Delaware City Library


June 19

Juneteenth Commemorative Service, Black-Owned Businesses and 

Organizations’ Exhibits & Cultural Expo and an Evening Performance 
by Best Kept Soul


June 20

History of Juneteenth Presentation at Ferry Dock & Fort Delaware


June 21

Worship Service, Community Cookout, Performances


Events at Delaware City Library on various dates in May and June – 
for details and registration, visit https://delawarecity.lib.de.us/


https://juneteenth-delcity.org/

Program Team Leaders

Juneteenth Co-Conveners: Marilyn Whittington and Reverend Marilyn Turner (interim)

Black Owned Businesses and Organizations: Karrine Coleman – Team Leader

Cemetery Observance: Linda Beck & Linda Butler

Fort Delaware: Mark Wise & Jake Miller

Historical Research: Andre Swygert – Team Leader

Library Programs: Loree Elton & Mary Bricker-Jenkins

Logistics: Donzella Johnson

Mount Salem U.A.M.E. Church Programs: Reverend Marilyn Turner

Publicity: Tom Tigani & Claire Wyngaard – Team Leaders

Website: Father David Driesch, O. Praem., Webmaster

Visit https://juneteenth-delcity.org/

for sponsors, donors and event updates


For cemetery location, please visit:

https://africanunioncemetery.org/find-us.htm

To contact us, to get on our planning committee’s email list, or to send photos 
taken at any of these events, email: info@africanunioncemetery.org 

“Landscapes of the Delaware Harriett Tubman Underground Railroad Byway,” an exhibit and 
Artist’s Talk by Photographer E. Lynn Dilliplane. This byway traces the route where many 
escaped slaves sought freedom, beginning at the Maryland border and passing through key 
locations in Delaware.

Juneteenth Photography Exhibit at the 
Delaware City Library: 


Saturday, June 13 at 3 p.m.

	 

The Friends of the African Union Church Cemetery would like to thank everyone 
who donated to this year’s Juneteenth events. In particular, they would like to 
recognize the Delaware Refining Company (DCR) who has sponsored Delaware 
City-Polktown Juneteenth activities since it began in 2024. In 2025, the City’s 
Juneteenth committee was added as a beneficiary of DCR’s Annual Charity Golf 
Fundraiser. That funding will help provide financial support for the 2026 
Juneteenth events as well as future Juneteenth educational programs.

2026 is Delaware City’s 

Bicentennial

2026 Juneteenth Program 
Organizers, Sponsors 


and Team Leaders
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Saturday, June 20 – 

History of Juneteenth Programs

Delaware City Library Events

Musical Prelude: Prior to the start of the program and as guests arrive, Rev. Kevin Benjamin, the 	 	
	 HildaMan Chorale and the Mt. Salem U.A.M.E. Church Choir will perform traditional spirituals, 

	 “I Am on the Battlefield” and “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”

Introduction: Andre Swygert, Master of Ceremonies, author and historian

Invocation: Father David Driesch, O. Praem., St. Paul Catholic Church, Delaware City

Black National Anthem: “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” sung in unison with the audience and 	 	 	
	 accompanied on keyboard by Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Lyrics by James Weldon Johnson; music by 	
	 John Rosamond Johnson 

Welcome: Delaware City Mayor Paul Johnson

Presentation of the Colors: Delaware National Guard Color Guard accompanied by Rev. Kevin 		 	
	 Benjamin playing “The Star-Spangled Banner”

Raising of the Juneteenth Flag: Color Guard members Donzella Johnson, Staff Sergeant, Retired, 		 	
	 Delaware National Guard ✦ Troopers Robert Jackson and Robert Wilkins, Buffalo Soldiers, 9th and 	
	 10th Horse Cavalry, U.S. Army, accompanied by Rev. Kevin Benjamin playing “The Battle Hymn of the 
	 Republic”

Remarks: Major General James A. Benson, Adjutant General, Delaware National Guard

Combined Chorus: “Oh, Freedom,” traditional spiritual

Invited Elected Officials: State Senator Nicole Poore; State Representative Melissa Minor-Brown; New 	
	 Castle County Councilman Kevin Caneco

Combined Chorus: “Harriet Tubman” by John Coates

Historical Remarks: Dr. David G. Orr, archaeologist and historian

Acknowledgment of Service: Presented by Rev. Marilyn Turner to Willis Phelps, Sergeant Major, 	 	
	 Retired, Delaware Army National Guard, and USCT Reenactor

Recitation: Willis Phelps recites names of USCT soldiers interred in the African Union Church Cemetery

Wreath Laying: Juneteenth Color Guard

Taps: Performed by Sa’eed Abuwi, Staff Sergeant, Delaware National Guard 287th Army Band

Closing Benediction: Rev. Marilyn Turner, Mt. Salem U.A.M.E. Church, Delaware City

Traveling Music: As the guests depart, the Combined Chorus will sing “Soon and Very Soon” by 	 	
	 Andraé Crouch

Wednesday, May 13, Delaware City Library

6:30 p.m. “Delaware’s Signers and Slavery: It’s Complicated” presented by Eric Mease, 
Adjunct Professor of History at Cecil College in Elkton, Maryland and Harford Community 
College in Bel Air, Maryland. This presentation broadens our understanding of Delaware 
during the American Revolutionary period by telling the complicated relationship between 
Delaware’s signers and enslavement and the impact of that relationship on Delaware’s 
struggling abolitionist movement.

Friday June 19, 2026

Juneteenth Commemorative Service 10 a.m.


A Solemn Observance at the African Union Church Cemetery

Parking is available at the Community Center and Library parking lot on 4th Street and the 
large fenced parking lot on 5th Street across from the Community Center. The cemetery is 
accessed from 5th Street across from the Community Center on the Michael N. Castle Trail. 
The short walk can take 30 minutes. For those with mobility challenges, transportation will 
be available on the trail. Portable sanitation facilities are available at the cemetery. 

Black-Owned Businesses and Organizations Cultural Expo at 
Delaware City Battery Park Noon - 8:00 p.m.


Our Juneteenth celebration is a tribute to the resilience, faith, and unity of our community. As a 
Black-owned business and organization collective, we come together to honor the journey from 
slavery to freedom, uplifting the spirit that has carried us through the generations. This day is 
about more than history – it’s about legacy, joy, and the strength we share as we continue to 
grow and move forward, together. Visit us to support Black-Owned Vendors throughout the 
afternoon and evening!

Sunday, June 21, Father’s Day

Mount Salem U.A.M.E. Church’s 

Juneteenth Ecumenical Worship Service 

in a tent on Church grounds at 305 4th St., Delaware City

10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. for the Worship Service 

and the Community Cookout 


Featured Speaker: Reverend James S. Matthews, Jr., 
former Pastor of Mt. Salem.

Community Cookout 

Immediately following Church Service


A  traditional community cookout offered by the 

Mount Salem U.A.M.E. Church congregation 


on the church grounds.


Free and all are welcome!

Performances celebrating Black history and culture.


Events sponsored by Mount Salem U.A.M.E Church and 

Friends of the African Union Church Cemetery

Delaware City Library and DNREC’s Fort Delaware State Park, co-sponsors


For the ferry ride, special tickets will be available prior to this event. 

For Ferry Ticket information, contact the Fort Delaware Ticket Office at 


(302) 836-7296.

10:45 a.m. At the Delaware City ferry dock, a reading of General Granger’s General Order No. 
3. The General Order was issued by Union General Gordon 
Granger on June 19, 1865, upon arriving at Galveston, 
Texas, at the end of the American Civil War and two and a 
half years after the original issuance of the Emancipation 
Proc lamation. The order i s the centra l event 
commemorated by the holiday of Juneteenth, which 
originally celebrated the enforcement of the end of slavery 
in Texas.


11:00 a.m. Ferry ride to Fort Delaware on Pea Patch Island. During the American Civil War, the 
Union/United States Department of War/United States Army used Fort Delaware as a prison 
for Confederate prisoners of war, political prisoners, miscellaneous civilians, federal convicts, 
and privateer officers.


11:30 a.m. Arrival at Fort Delaware. Dr. Abdullah Muhammad presentation, “A History of 
Juneteenth”.

Dr. Clara Small

Thursday, June 04, Delaware City Library

“Delmarva’s African American History: A Day of Remembrance” 
presented by Dr. Clara Small, Salisbury University, Professor Emerita of 
History. 4:30 p.m. Children’s Program and 6:00 p.m. Adult Program.

Saturday, June 13, Delaware City Library events:


9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast in the Library’s Atrium.


10:00 a.m. Dr. Miles Albrook Stanley, presentation entitled “A Mongrel 
Liberty, A Mere Mock Freedom”. This presentation explores anti-slavery 
activity in Delaware in the late-18th century and the subsequent passage 
of repressive legislation targeting free Blacks in the 19th century.

11:30 a.m. “Voices Long Forgotten” documentary film. Dr. David Orr 
introduction. The 20-minute film focuses on the history of the free Black 
community of Polktown, the restored African Union Church Cemetery, 
and Private James Elbert, who was among the thousands of free African 
Americans who enlisted and fought the Confederacy during the Civil War.

4:30 p.m. “Sankofa: A Drum and Dance Performance” by the 
Inner-City Cultural League’s African Drum and Dance Company.

12:30 p.m. Debbie Martin presentation entitled “The Kidnapping of 
James Justice”.

Willis Phelps portraying Private James Elbert

May 04, 5:30 p.m. Maker Space Makes for Adults: African Beadwork Bracelets.


May 26, 6:00 p.m. Recent Release Book Club: The Zorg (Juneteenth Selection).


May 27, 4:30 p.m. Kids Cook: Cornbread and Juneteenth Fizzy Lemonade.


June 16, 11:00 a.m. Five Ways to Freedom: Navigating Delaware's Underground 		

	 Railroad Network.


June 17, 4:30 p.m. Cooking with Cathy for Tweens & Teens: Red Velvet Mug Cakes.


June 18, 5:30 p.m. Art in the Library: Celebrating Black Artist Prince Demah.


For details and to register visit:

 https://delawarecity.lib.de.us/ 


Programs sponsored by Delaware City Library

       any regularly scheduled library programs in May and June will 
have special Juneteenth themes for adults, teens, and children.
M

(this program is a rain or shine event held under a tent) 

1840 Michael N. Castle Trail, Delaware City

This program is sponsored by the Friends of the African Union Church Cemetery (FAUCC).

Afternoon through evening at Delaware City Battery Park

Participating businesses & 
organizations will be listed online at


 https://juneteenth-delcity.org/

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Best Kept Soul

Performance at Delaware City Battery Park Gazebo


Enjoy R & B and Soul Music.

Bring your own chairs or lawn blanket


Note: if it rains, this performance will take place at the 

Delaware City Community Center

Music in the park with 

DJ Smoove and Line Dancing 

with Instructor Johnnie Haynie

https://delawarecity.lib.de.us/
https://juneteenth-delcity.org/
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